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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Matthew Sabatella Releases Ballad of America Volume 1: Over a Wide and Fruitful Land
Luna Star Café in North Miami Hosts Release Party

Friday, February 18, 2005

Miami, FL – South Florida-based singer/songwriter Matthew Sabatella announces the release of Ballad of America Volume 1: Over a Wide and Fruitful Land. It will be available for sale at BalladofAmerica.com and MatthewSabatella.com on Friday, February 18, 2005. Over the course of 18 revealing traditional folk song interpretations, the story of the United States of America dramatically unfolds. The journey on the CD begins in the latter part of the eighteenth century when the United States was first recognized as an independent nation. It follows the paths of the pioneers, sailors, lumberjacks, immigrants, '49ers, farmers, slaves, soldiers, cowboys, and railroaders who moved the country across the continent and into the twentieth century.


The all-acoustic Ballad of America Volume 1 features Sabatella on guitar with a host of musical guests who make contributions on banjo, fiddle, concertina, resonator guitar, bodhran, harmonica, mandolin, and upright bass. These guests include the best of South Florida’s rock and folk music communities: Chris DeAngelis (18 Wheelers), Todd Thompson (Dharma Bomb), Henk Milne (The Volunteers), Sturgis Nikides, The Flying Turtles String Band, Lynn Griffith, Larry Crismond, Randy Rodriguez (the Rustyrock Band), Brian Humphrey (Loose Shoes), Kevin Wells (Six on the Road), and others. But the focal point of the album is Sabatella’s mesmerizing baritone voice, which infuses the nineteenth century songs, many virtually forgotten, with an immediacy and intimacy that belies their age.

(continued)

Ballad of America Volume 1 is Sabatella’s third independent CD release. The first two, Where the Hell Am I? and A Walk in the Park, feature his compositions exclusively. A Walk in the Park received Album of the Year honors at the 2001 Florida Music Awards, and Sabatella was nominated in the category of Best Songwriter.  His musical credits also include instrumental and vocal contributions to CDs by such artists as Mary Karlzen, Amanda Green, Diane Ward, Jolynn Daniel, Brian Franklin, Muse, and Sixo, to name a few.

Sabatella was becoming known for his knowledge and insightful interpretations of traditional folk songs when, in 2003, Miami Art Museum commissioned him to record music that would accompany an exhibit called American Tableaux: Many Voices, Many Stories. The exhibition featured more than 80 paintings, sculptures, installations, prints, and photographs from the collection of the Walker Art Center in Minneapolis. Though never formally released, Miami New Times magazine included those recordings in a listing of the best music of 2003. In September 2004 Winnipeg Art Gallery in Manitoba, Canada purchased advance copies of the new CD, Ballad of America Volume 1, to accompany their presentation of the same exhibit.

Luna Star Café in North Miami will host a release party for Ballad of America Volume 1 on Friday, February 18, 2005 from 8:00PM until midnight. Expect the album to be performed in its entirety with appearances by most of the aforementioned musical guests who recorded it. These special guests will also take turns in the spotlight with their own performances. The event will be free of charge. Luna Star Café is located at 775 NE 125th Street and their phone number is 305.799.7123.
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